Consider the Holy Land’s children

Serve with Mercy

Florida Catholic- 12/7/2000

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the Catholic Church, no one is a stranger.  We are a large family with one billion sisters and brothers.  St. Paul reminds the followers of Christ in every age “to take care of the members of the household of faith.”  This reminder urges me to write on behalf of the children of the land of our Lord Jesus, whose birthday we will celebrate soon.

Along with its honorary chairman, Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua of Philadelphia, and dedicated members of the laity, I am privileged to be a board member of the Holy Land Foundation.  Reflecting on my many visits to the Holy Land and the rightful pride and joy in my heart when observing the loving care given to children by dedicated religious and lay persons in orphanages, clinics, hospitals, housing projects, schools, and playgrounds, I consider it appropriate to humbly requests individual families of our diocese to send contributions, however small, for a child in the Holy Land this Christmas.  Our Franciscan Friars who care for the Holy Land sites are also in charge of many programs and projects on behalf of the poor, regardless of their religious affiliation.


Each day it seems that there is a photograph or story in the media about the constant struggle in the peace process between the Israelis and Palestinian people.  As we approach the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus, let us fervently pray for a lasting peace among those beloved peoples, especially for their children.

Bearing in mind the blessings from God our Father who will never be outdone in generosity, I ask that you remember a child in the Holy Land at Christmas and forward your contribution to the Holy Land Foundation.  In turn, the children and families or caregivers will remember you in prayer.

Sincerely in Our Lord,
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Bishop of Venice in Florida




