Holy Land Foundation benefit has ecumenical focus

Texas Catholic- September 15, 2000

DALLAS, An Episcopal bishop and two bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church will be among the honored guests at a fund-raising banquet benefiting the Holy Land Foundation.


The reception and dinner, to be held Sept. 28, will also feature Bishope Charles V. Grahmann, Bishop Joseph A. Galante and Franciscan Father Peter Vasko, who is president of the foundation.


The Holy Land Foundation is based in Washington, D.C. and is a non-profit organization that provides programs to maintain the Christian community in the Holy Land.  The Holy Land Foundation des this primarily by providing scholarships and providing low-cost housing to Palestinian Christians and by helping to restore the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.


Despite the Holy Land Foundation’s standing as a Catholic organization, Protestant leaders who will be at the fund-raiser include Episcopal Suffragan Bishop D. Bruce MacPherson, retired Lutheran Bishop Kevin S. Kanouse, all of Dallas.


Susan Stanzel, regional representative for the foundation, said that bringing in representatives from other faith traditions made sense in light of the Holy Land Foundation’s relationship with Protestant leaders in the Holy Land.


“In the Holy Land, the counterpart bishops have all supported the Holy Land Foundation’s work since it began in 1994,” she said.  “It is the Jubilee and ecumenism is very important, so we decided to honor them (the Protestant bishops) in a special way.”


The keynote speaker for the banquet, to be held at The Park City Club, will be Joseph C. Donnelly, president and national director of Aid to the Church in Need.  Donnelly will deliver a talk titled “To Remain in the Land- Change and Blessing.”


The Pope Leo XIII Gold Cross of Honor will be presented to Stanzel at the banquet.


Stanzel believes that because Christian origins are traced directly to the Holy Land, all Christians should be involved with the work done there.


“All Christians have their roots in the Holy Land,’ she said.  “It is such a shame that Christians are leaving the area (the Holy Land) and all Christians should help.  It is a call to Christians everywhere.”


Stanzel said much of the efforts of the Holy Land Foundation go toward stemming the exodus of Palestinian Christians form their homeland for reasons such as economic hardship and discrimination.


One of the ways the foundation does this is through granting university scholarships to Christians in the Holy Land.  To receive the scholarships, the students must sign a contract in which they promise to remain in the Holy Land for three years following graduation.


“One of the primary purposes of the foundation is to establish scholarships and it is already turning the tide of Christians leaving the area.” Stanzel said.

