International Coalition for Nazareth
“Help Israel do the right thing for Nazareth’s sake”

6 January 2002

Feast of Epiphany

The Honorable Ariel Sharon

Prime Minister

State of Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

On the occasion of the Feast of the Epiphany, we wish to convey our heartfelt prayers for peace.  In Christian tradition this Feast recalls the adoration of the child Jesus by the magi and theme of light.  The magi were the fist Gentile pilgrims to seek out Christ in the Holy Land; they stand at the forefront of generations of the pious who today, as in times of old, seek to experience a relationship with God in the Land that He set apart for Himself.  As the three worshippers came, bearing gifts, desiring to have a face-to-face, personal encounter with the Son of God/Messiah, so also the worshippers of today and tomorrow will want to recapture that same experience for themselves.
On the occasion of the Feast, however, Christian pilgrims and residents of the Holy Land stand at a dangerous crossroads.  When approaching the very place in Nazareth where the manifestations of Son of God was proclaimed by the angel Gabriel, the worshipper is now face with banners at the site of a proposed mosque which proclaim “God has no Son” and “God neither begets nor is begotten”.  This would be like having a banner in front of the Kotel saying “The God of Israel never dwelt here”.

We understand that most members of your government realize that the decision of the previous Israeli government was a “mistake” by allowing this fringe group to build a provocative Mosque adjacent to the Basilica in Nazareth.  This mistake will have a negative impact on  the future of pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  It will also have a detrimental effect on Christian trust in the Israeli government’s protection of them and their places of worship.  It will create a tremendous strain on Christian-Moslem relations, on Jewish-Christian relations and, in the end, Moslem-Israeli relations . . . as yet another Moslem extremist group has been allowed to take root, this time within Israel’s pre-1967 borders.  This group the “Islamic Movement in Israel”, like the others will eventually turn back to bite the hand that feeds it in a very vicious way as their extreme and intolerant beliefs dictate.
As you well know, Christians of all denominations including the Vatican, the Custody of the Holy Land, the various Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran Bishops of the Holy Land, the United Christian Council in Israel, and the International Coalition for Nazareth, oppose the building of the is mosque and have made numerous appeals to you, to the Attorney General, and Knesset members to enforce the rule of law in Nazareth.  There is for all of us a growing sense of frustration that our cries have not been heard, especially as we witness the Waqf authority pouring the foundations of this unauthorized structure day and night.

Dear Prime Minister, we ask you to undo the “mistake” of the previous government.  You have every reason to do so and you will have our active support for you to do so.  This must be done for the sake of Nazareth, for the sake of the Holy Land’s three monotheistic faiths and for the sake of the future security of the state of Israel.  You alone are in a position to act, to take a stand for the rule of the law.  We implore you to turn the tide of this dangerous situation back before it is too late.

Sincerely,
Fr. Giovanni Batistelli, OFM



Ed McAteer, ICN Chairman
Custos of the Holy Land      



President, Religious Roundtable 
Rev. Ray Lockhart, Executive Director

The United Christian Council in Israel

Rev. Charles Kopp

Liaison and Public Relations
The United Christian Council in Israel

