PRESS RELEASE

Washington:  Urgent Clarification from Catholic Organization

The Holy Land Foundation

The Franciscan Monastery of the Custody of the Holy Land

1400 Quincy St., N.E.

Washington, DC  20017

The Holy Land Foundation, established in Washington, DC and the Old City of Jerusalem by the Franciscan Friars in 1994, has a pastoral and humanitarian mission to stem the wave of Christian migration from the Holy Land.  This Catholic organization works to stabilize and sustain the Christian communities and families through housing projects, educational programs, job placement and professional development.

For several years another organization, the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, has been under a U.S. Grand Jury Investigation.  This Muslim organization, based in Richardson, Texas, was identified by President Bush and other administration officials this week for activities, which are alarming and dangerous.  Due to the similarity of the organization names, considerable confusion has been created in the minds and concerns of many people.  We are urgent to clarify this matter for all.

Our church-based foundation has absolutely nothing in common, at any level of existence, with the other named organization.  We support only faith-based Christian communities in Israel and throughout the Holy Land.  The Holy Land Foundation is recognized by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops as a 501 (c) (3) voluntary charitable organization, which exists solely to encourage the spiritual and human development of Christians in the Holy Land.

Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM, an American citizen, is president of the foundation.  He can be reached through Bro. Fabian Adkins, at the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, DC or the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land, a Roman Catholic Religious Order, under the auspices of the Vatican for centuries.

With all good people we deplore the violent and horrific acts of terror, which have unfolded recently.  We ask God’s blessings for all victims and their families everywhere.

For further information, please contact us at:

Washington Monastery - Bro. Fabian Adkins, OFM:

(202) 269-5465

Jerusalem – Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM:

011-972-2-626-0824

Or cellular:  011-972-2-50-350-361

Or visit our website:  www.theholylandfoundation.org
