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On Sunday, January 6, 2002, nine Franciscan Friars of the Custody in Jerusalem, together with members of the Catholic Phillipino community, and fellow Christians from the Coalition for Nazareth, peacefully demonstrated outside the Prime Minister’s Office in Jerusalem.  Some 45 persons in total participated in this protest.  Although the numbers were small, this group was representing the 160,000 Christians in the Holy Land, as well as millions of Christians in the United States.  The protest against the controversial issue of a mosque being built by a radical group of Muslims in front of the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth was held from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
As part of the protest, the Franciscan Custody and the Coalition appealed to Prime Minister Sharon to:

Stop the illegal and on-going construction of the mosque in spite of an Israeli   court order to cease and desist work on this project.

To rescind and revoke the approval given by the previous administration for building a mosque and to revert the original plan of the Municipality of Nazareth for a plaza to assist in the dropping off and picking up of pilgrims visiting the churches in the area.
At 2:30 p.m. the following representatives were invited to meet with Mr. Ronnie Levy, Minister for Christian Affairs: Fr. Peter F. Vasko, OFM, Rev. Raymond Lockart, Rev. Charles Kopp and a member of the International Coalition for Nazareth.  Unofficial members were Hal Ronning and Elizabeth Corvel.  A formal letter requesting these changes was given to Mr. Levy to present to the Prime Minister.

Mr. Levy thanked the representatives for being here and stressed that the Prime Minister is aware of the many issues concerning this problem and the various ramifications regarding a final decision.  Mr. Levy mentioned that Mr. Sharon is in communication with many Christian leaders both in the country and abroad and is looking for a solution to this problem.
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