SAINT FRANCIS UNIVERSITY 

JOINS HANDS WITH THE 

FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE HOLY LAND

Saint Francis University has entered into a cooperative effort with the Franciscan Friars of the Holy Land, and the Holy Land Foundation, an interdenominational Christian relief organization that is dedicated to improving the lives of the Christian minority in Palestine.


Fr. Christian observed: “The Franciscan presence in the Holy Land goes back to 1216, when the first Franciscans arrived in Palestine, and to the visit of St. Francis himself in 1220.  IN 1342, Pope Clement VI gave them the responsibility of safeguarding Christian holy sites in and around Jerusalem, and ministering to the needs of Christians.”  Father Christian added.  “I know that our alumni will find great satisfaction is knowing that the work of the Franciscans in the Holy Land reflects the same Franciscan ideals which we have always cultivated here at Saint Francis University.


“The Franciscan values to which we often refer are not abstract or hypothetical; they are active and real; they can change our own lives, and make the world a better place for everyone.”


Dr. Stephen Rombouts, Saint Francis University Registrar and a knight of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, has been working with Franciscan colleges and universities in the United States in an effort to assist the Christian minority in the Holy Land.  “As a Franciscan institution of higher education, Saint Francis University has a unique opportunity to raise awareness of the conditions in Palestine and, at the same time, show solidarity with her people.  Political and economic realities in Palestine have created conditions, which, for the Christian minority, are truly deplorable.  It is no exaggeration to say that the survival of Christianity as a living religion in the Holy Land is at stake.”


Dr. Rombouts is also working with the Franciscan Custos of Jerusalem, in hopes of bringing Palestinian students to Saint Francis University to pursue their studies.  “Nothing could please us more than to welcome students from the Holy Land into the fellowship of our Franciscan university community,” he said.


Alumni and friends of the University who wish to learn more about the plight of the Palestinian Christians are encouraged to contact Dr. Rombouts bye-mail at srombouts@francis.edu, or by mail at the Office of the Registrar, Saint Francis University, Loretto, Pennsylvania, 15940. 

