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The Most Reverend Pierbattista Pizzaballa, OFM, is chairman of the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land, a Washington-based, non-profit organization created to rebuild and restore Christian interests in the Middle East.


Fr. Pizzaballa, a native of Bergamo, Italy, was appointed Custodian of the Holy Land by the Holy See and nominated by the General Definitor of the Franciscan order.  He will succeed Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, OFM.

The appointment will also allow Fr. Pizzaballa to serve as President of the Commission for Missionary Evangelization, Chairman of the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land, and as a member of the Commission for Judaism and Islam of the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land.
“There is no other place in the world quite like Jerusalem, where all Christian religious confessions are present.  Beyond the evident difficulty of relationships, the Holy Land has a fascination that is unique,” says an enthusiastic Fr. Pizzaballa. 
The new Superior of the Custody of the Holy Land sums up in a simple way the challenge that the Franciscans face there.  "It is necessary to be impassioned, but not to be taken up by passions," in the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, says Father Pierbattista Pizzaballa, of the Order of Friars Minor and at age 39, one of the youngest
Custodians in history.  
“The Holy Land is a fascinating place that continuously challenges, and the greatest challenge that we find ourselves facing now is that of not being limited to enduring the difficult situations in which we live, but to become involved in them with an active and critical attitude. The people do not only need money; they ask for hope, they want to be helped to believe in the future.” said the Custos. 
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