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FFHL Names New Florida 
Regional Representative 

The Franciscan Foundation is proud to introduce our newest Regional Representative, 
Faith Libbe.  She lives in Casselberry, Florida. with her husband, Michael. Faith is currently 
employed by the Diocese of Orlando at the San Pedro Retreat Center in Winter Park. She 
has a B.S. Degree in Elementary Education and has taught Religious Education in her par-
ish, Annunciation Catholic Church. She and her husband are active in a Small Christian 
Community and she is also a member of the Peace and Justice Committee.  Faith serves as 
secretary on the Council of her Secular Franciscan fraternity.

“Walking in the footsteps of Jesus, experiencing daily Mass at the holy sites, was a most 
blessed and life-transforming experience.  To this day the Scriptures come alive as I recall 
the very places where the events occurred.  My eyes were opened for the first time to the 
plight of the Palestinian Christians.  My heart was touched so deeply that I instantly knew I wanted to help them,” Faith related as a result of 
her first pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

She entered formation for the Secular Franciscan Order. After her second trip to the Holy Land, Faith immersed herself in learning more about the 
Holy Land Christians and what she could do to help them.  “It has been a most graced blessing from God to believe in my heart and soul that the events 
in my life have led me to this very point.  To serve the Christians of the Holy Land through a Franciscan organization, as a Secular Franciscan, seems 
providential!  In the spirit and joy of St. Francis of Assisi, it will be my honor and privilege to serve the Holy Land Christians as a Regional Representative 
of the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land!”

Franciscan Holy Land Gift Shop
Opens On The Internet

Due to many inquiries about purchasing articles made in/or about the Holy Land, the Franciscan 
Foundation for the Holy Land now has a “gift shop” open on the internet.  All purchases aid the 
artisans in the Holy Land to earn a living and give them hope and purpose for remaining in their 
homeland.

There are a variety of products available: Bibles, books, crosses, olive wood carvings, and 
mother-of-pearl boxes.  Please visit the FFHL website or www.ffhl.org/giftshop.asp to place an order.  
If you are visiting our home page click on “Community” to find the Holy Land Gift Shop.

In addition, we have another charity that is assisting the Foundation with religious articles and 
jewelry made in the Holy Land.  The organization, Holy Land Christian Charities, is located in 
Potomac, MD.  Their email is jeanhlcc@boo.net.  

Newest Regional Representative, Faith Libbe



On December 22, 2005, the FFHL held a great 
Christmas party for over 1,000 marginalized Christian 
children living in Bethlehem.  The event was held in 
the auditorium of Terra Santa School with Principal, Fr. 
Mawran Dides, OFM, directing the event.

Like last year, the money raised for this event came 
through the hard work of Faith Libbe, FFHL’s regional 
representative for the Florida region.  Mrs. Libbe, a 
resident of Orlando and a member of the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order (SFO) has always had a special place in 
her heart for marginalized young children.  For Faith, 
children are a gift from God and “if we can lift the spirit 
of just one young child, even just for a moment … it’s 
worth all the effort”.  Well in many ways, Faith Libbe 
did indeed raise the spirits of children … one thousand 
in fact!

The program included a portrayal of the Nativity 
and ended with a Christmas musical where Santa Claus 
handed out bags and bags of toys and candy provided 
by the Foundation and Faith Libbe.

Fr. Dides thanked the Custody’s Foundation for their 
kindness and generosity and stated that “if it weren’t 
for the Franciscan Foundation, we don’t know to whom 
we would have turned.  FFHL has, once again, brought 
joy into the lives of these small children who otherwise 
live a very dismal and sad existence.”  He concluded 
his remarks by thanking the generosity of the American 
people and especially the Catholic faithful who continue 
to open their hearts to their brothers and sisters in the 
Holy Land.

Franciscan Foundation Hosts Christmas Festival 
for Bethlehem Children
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Anaheim

Towards the latter part of September, 2008, the Anaheim 
Chapter of FFHL under the supervision of Mr. Stan Pawlowski, a 
member of the FFHL Board of Trustees, held a benefit luncheon at the 
elegant ”White House” restaurant where some 25 guests attended.

Fr. Peter gave a talk updating the gathering on this present 
situation in the Holy Land and the success that FFHL is having in 
providing the needed programs that have given our Christians in the 
Holy Land the determination to remain there.

At the end of the luncheon, Fr. Peter presented an engraved 
crystal plate to Mr. Pawlowski, thanking both him and Mr. Serato, 
owner of the restaurant, for their wonderful support in being the 
principal underwriters for this event.

Naples

On Saturday, September 6, 2008, a small benefit dinner for 
FFHL was held at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Copeland 
in Naples, Florida.

Some 25 guests were present and after dinner, Fr. Peter gave 
a talk on the importance of maintaining the Christian presence in 
the Holy Land and the harsh realities that our Christians face there.  
He also shared how Catholics and fellow Christians are helping 
the Foundation through the various programs that FFHL has been 
implementing for the Christians in that land.  A question and answer 
period followed and then Fr. Peter thanked the Copelands not only 
for opening up their residence but for their support of the Christians 
in the Holy Land.

Orlando

In early September, Faith Libbe, FFHL Regional Representative 
held two receptions for the Foundation in the Orlando, Florida area.  
One was held at the residence of General and Mrs. Basil Pflumm, 
and the other at the Cultural Center at Annunciation Catholic Church 
(pictured below).  Father Peter spoke about the political, economical, 

and religious situation in the Holy Land and thanked all those present 
for their on-going support in helping FFHL maintain the Christian 
presence in the Holy Land.

Fall 2008 Awareness Campaign 

Fr. Peter with members of the Board of Trustees, Edward Kaleff, 
Stan Pawlowski and John Bamberger.

Fr. Peter with (left to right) Mike Libbe, Dodie Pflumm, Faith Libbe, 
Fr. Paul Vilhan and General Basil Pflumm
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“Cradling Christianity” in Columbus Ohio
The Fifth Annual Cradling Christianity fundraiser for the Christians in the 

Holy Land was the finest yet!  A record crowd of nearly 340 guests filled the 
Walter Commons at St. Charles Preparatory School in Columbus, Ohio. 

The 5:30PM. Mass at St. Charles was celebrated by Father Peter Vasko 
OFM, President of the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land. The concel-
ebrants included Father Mitch Pacwa SJ, three Eastern Rite priests, and ten Latin 
Rite priests from the diocese of Columbus, assisted by two deacons.  

Following Mass, the guests gathered in the Walter Commons for a cocktail 
hour and to view two new videos prepared by several committee members, with 
the technical expertise of Mike Jones.  The first video was a collection of photos 
shared by Cradling Christianity’s returning pilgrims, followed by the mission 
statement of the group, founded in 2006.  As on the road to Emmaus, their 
hearts truly were on fire, as preparations were made for this year’s fundraiser!

A silent auction featured exclusive Cradling Christianity rosaries and reli-
gious jewelry, in addition to 25 treasures donated by pilgrims recently returned 
from the Holy Land: pottery from Tabgha, wedding wine from Cana, mother of 
pearl relic crosses, and an icon to name a few!

Father Peter Vasko shared stories of several young Christians in the Holy 
Land whose lives have been changed by the scholarship support they received 
from the generosity of Christians in Columbus, Ohio!

Father Mitch Pacwa’s presentation on the situation in the Holy Land was 
mesmerizing; it gave an historical perspective on current conditions there. He 
concluded by observing that a Christian presence in the Holy Land is key to 
achieving peace in that troubled region.

The newly franchised organization “Cradling Christianity” raised about 
$89,000 for the benefit of the FFHL and its good works in the Holy Land.

Orlando Holds Its First Fundraising Dinner
Faith Libbe, FFHL Regional Representative, held a 

fundraising dinner in Altamonte Springs, Florida on 
September 21, 2010.   It was through the dedication 
and hard work of the newly formed Holy Land Chris-
tians Support Ministry at Annunciation Catholic Church, 
Altamonte Springs that made this wonderful event pos-
sible.   Those who served on the committee included 
Diana Moon, Manijeh Bahrami, Ellie Stefanik, Eileen 
McClelland and Faith Libbe (pictured right with Fr. Peter 
Vasko, OFM).  

The evening featured Middle Eastern cuisine and 
a silent auction.   After dinner, Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM, 
gave a talk on the harsh realities Christians are facing 
in the Holy Land and the importance of helping them in 
their time of need.  The FFHL’s “Crisis in the Holy Land/
Rebuilding the Body of Christ” DVD was viewed leaving 
time for questions and answers.   At the conclusion of 
the evening, Fr. Peter thanked the Annunciation Holy 
Land Christians Support Ministry for hosting the event 
and presented its chairperson, Faith Libbe, with a silver 
Byzantine icon from the Holy Land. 
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The Orlando Chapter held their second fundraiser on September 
17, 2011 in Altamonte Springs, Florida  at the home of Graciela 
and Horatio Gonzalez. One hundred guests came out to support the 
work of the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land.

The evening began with a silent auction and a reception catered 
by chefs from local restaurants.    Fr. Peter Vasko, President of the 
FFHL, made a presentation about the harsh realities Christians are 
facing in the Holy Land and the importance of helping them in their 
time of need.  The FFHL’s new DVD “Franciscan Foundation for the 
Holy Land” was viewed by all.  Highlighted were the following 
words of  our Holy Father,  Benedict XVI,  “The key to keeping our 
young Christians in the Holy Land is through education and more 
specifically through higher education.”

Fr. Peter introduced Zaki Sahlia, pictured right, a university 
scholarship recipient from the Holy Land.  He  shared his personal 
story and thanked the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land for 
the support which allowed him to earn his degree and continue liv-
ing at home with his family in Jerusalem.  

He stated, “I would rather be a second class citizen in Israel 
than first class citizen in a Muslim country.  To me, being a Christian 
is the most important belief in my family!”  His heartfelt talk touched 
many in the room and fostered greater awareness of the plight of our 
brothers and sisters in the Holy Land.  

In conclusion Fr. Peter presented a beautiful Byzantine icon from 
the Holy Land to Mr. and Mrs. Gonzales  in gratitude for their gra-
ciousness in opening up their home to host the event.  Fr. Peter was 
then asked to cut a cake with the inscription, “Friends of the Holy 

Land” presented to him by Manijeh Bahrami, committee member.  

The event was sponsored by Faith Libbe, SFO, Regional Repre-
sentative for the FFHL and the Holy Land Christians Support Ministry 
of Annunciation Catholic Church in Altamonte Springs.   Committee 
members for the fundraiser included:  Diana Moon, Janice McGurk, 
Eileen McClelland, SFO, Ellie Stefanik, Manijeh Bahrami, and Faith 
Libbe, SFO.

University Student Touches Hearts in Orlando

Above, l to r: Janice McGurk, Diana Moon, Manijeh Bahrami, Faith Libbe, SFO, Ellen Stefanik, and Eileen McClelland, SFO
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Florida Christmas Project Brings Smiles to Bethlehem Children
Once again, some 800 needy children in Bethlehem were provided with Christmas gifts which brought joy and happiness to their faces.  

The program also provided entertainment for them via a musical Christmas show.  

This program has been supported by many of the Catholic faithful in the Orlando region and headed up by Mrs. Faith Libbe, Regional 
Representative for FFHL. Each year Mrs. Libbe goes around the region raising funds for this wonderful event, an event which brings joy to so 
many children whose lives have been devoid of happiness due to difficult economic woes. 

One can see by the photos, the joy on these children’s faces.  If any of our readers are interested in helping out next year, you may 
contact Mrs. Libbe at faithalibbe@gmail.com.
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Orlando Chapter Creates a Lasting Bond with  
the Boys Home in Bethlehem

Members of the Orlando Chapter of the Franciscan Foundation 
for the Holy Land were recently blessed to return to the Holy Land on 
pilgrimage.   The pilgrimage was led by Faith Libbe, OFS, Regional 
Representative for the FFHL and guided by Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM. 
The Spiritual Assistant for the pilgrimage was Fr. Mark Wajda, Pa-
rochial Vicar, Annunciation Catholic Church.  Fr. Wajda is also the 
Chaplain for the Orlando Chapter of the FFHL.  The Chapter looked 
forward to walking in the footsteps of our Lord with fellow pilgrims 
once again, but were also returning with a sense of “mission”.

In addition to offering the opportunity to walk in the footsteps 
of our Lord, Mrs. Libbe had it on her heart to also offer the pilgrim-
age group of 35 an opportunity to share God’s love with the local 
Christian community.  Months before the pilgrimage, Mrs. Libbe 
contacted the Director of the Franciscan Boy’s Home, Fr. Rami 
Asakria, OFM, and asked if the boys had any needs that the pilgrim-
age group might be able to provide.  Fr. Rami expressed that the 
boys were in need of winter jackets.

The Chapter then sponsored a Lenten project that raised the 
necessary funds to purchase 34 jackets – one for each of the boys.  
Once the jackets were purchased, they were distributed amongst pil-
grims that were willing to pack a few in their luggage, to hand carry 
to the Holy Land.  In addition to agreeing to hand carry the jackets, 
many of the pilgrims also were committed to packing other items for 
the boys, such as socks, under wear and school supplies.

All 34 jackets arrived safely along with the other supplies!  The 
pilgrimage group visited the Boy’s Home on June 2nd, at which time 
the jackets and other supplies were delivered.  It was a very joyous 
day!  Pilgrim’s hearts were warmed to see the smiling faces on all the 

boys as they entered the home where all the boys and staff personally 
greeted them in a reception line.   

The pilgrims were treated to a tour of the facility and also a 
reception given in their honor.    The reception provided a wonder-
ful opportunity to visit with the boys and the staff and to learn more 
about the facility, while enjoying homemade cake and soft drinks.  
Mrs. Libbe received a beautiful gift – an olive wood votive candle 
holder, hand crafted by one of the boys.  

Some of the pilgrims commented that the visit to the Boy’s Home 
was a true highlight of their pilgrimage.  The Orlando Chapter ex-
tends their sincerest gratitude and thanks to all who helped make this 
opportunity to build bridges of love with the Franciscan Boy’s Home 
possible.  The smiling faces of the boys will be etched in our hearts 
forever! 

The Jerusalem Cross has long represented  
the Franciscans in the Holy Land 

Origins and History

There is no reliable information on the origins of the famous 
symbol. The sign that many have been associated with the kingdom 
founded by the Crusaders in 1099, actually appears on coins, seals 
and flags, which have nothing to do with the world of the Crusades. 
However, it is true that with the Crusades, the Jerusalem cross took 
on a political meaning, alongside its religious meaning, as well as 
one of territorial identity. 

It is more probable that the Jerusalem cross evolved from a Greek 
cross with dots in place of the small crosses used by the very first 
Christian community in the Middle East in Roman times, a thousand 
years before the Crusades. Indeed, many of the signs found in dif-
ferent places in the Holy Land are reminiscent of the Jerusalem cross, 
including some mosaics where it is identical to the current one. This 
is the link underlying the basis for the adoption of the symbol by the 
Franciscans of the Holy Land. 

Meaning

The meaning for which the Franciscan Custody adopted it lies 
in its evocation of the Passion of Christ and his universal supremacy. 
For many, the number of crosses (four small ones plus a large one) 
symbolizes the five wounds of Jesus on the cross. The cross, which 
has always been a cosmic symbol of the number four referring to the 
four cardinal points and to the infinite, represents the cosmic pres-
ence of the Divine Power.
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The Jerusalem Cross served as the inspiration of the FFHL logo.
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Orlando Region Touches Many Hearts

Due to the generosity of all of those who supported the 3rd 
Annual Fundraiser in Altamonte Springs, Saturday, September 8, 
2012, the Orlando Region will be able to sponsor a university 
student in the Holy Land. Committee members included:   Janice 
McGurk, Manijeh Bahrami, Diana Moon, Ellie Stefanik, Fr. Mark 
Wajda, Eileen McClelland, OFS and FFHL Regional Representative 
Faith Libbe, OFS.

The local Hampton Inn was transformed by Eileen McClelland 
featuring a Middle Eastern theme.  Arabic scarves, lanterns and olive 
wood nativities from Bethlehem donned 
each table as Arabic music played softly in 
the background.

The evening began with a silent 
auction which included over 20 gift 
baskets beautifully wrapped by Maria 
Adornetto.    As guests perused the silent 
auction items, they were offered a variety 
of hors d’oeuvres and beverages including 
champagne with a splash of pomegranate 
juice.

In addition to the gift baskets, there 
were 3 door prizes and a raffle for a 
beautiful hand carved olive wood nativity 
set from Bethlehem.   There was also a 
beautiful display of olive wood crafts for 
sale.  The olive wood was donated by Mr. 

Costas Canavati, owner of the Herodian 
Souvenir Shop in Bethlehem.

Two Holy Land pilgrim Haitian sisters 
shared their personal testimony as to how 
the generosity of kind people once helped 
them in their time of need.  They expressed 
how it felt to be on the receiving end of such 
generosity and love and how this made a 
huge difference in their lives.   After their 
testimony, they sang a song in their native 
language as one of them played the guitar 
which touched everyone deeply.

Fr. Peter Vasko, President of the FFHL 
was then warmly welcomed as the guest 
speaker.   Before he began his talk, he 
thanked Regional Representative, Faith Libbe 
for her dedication to the FFHL’s mission to 
the Holy Land over the years and presented 
her with a beautiful Byzantine icon of the 
Holy Family. 

Fr. Peter spoke about the harsh realities 
Christians are facing in the Holy Land.  He 

stated that the FFHL has taken the challenge 
to stem this exodus through higher education, 

trade and vocational schools.  He also stated that education and a 
strong sense of heritage seem to be the pivotal reasons as to why 
people decide to stay in their homeland.   Fr. Peter passionately 
communicated that our Church in the Holy Land is dying and needs 
to be rebuilt and implored each person to help.

After a lively question and answer period, Fr. Vasko and Fr. 
Wajda were welcomed to cut a cake with the inscription, “Friends of 
the Holy Land” presented by Manijeh Bahrami, committee member.  

Fr. Peter cuts the cake which was inscribed, “Friends of the Holy Land” at the close of the 
evening.

(Front row l-r) Fr. Peter Vasko, Faith Libbe (regional Representative) and Fr. Mark Wajda sit with 
the committee members of the event.
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A Memorable Encounter In Jerusalem
Due to the generous donations at the last benefit dinner, the 

friends of the Holy Land in the Orlando Region were able to offer a 
four-year university scholarship to a young Christian girl in the Holy 
Land, Ms. Carine Koussa, who resides in Jerusalem.

Shortly thereafter, Faith Libbe, Florida Regional Representative, 
coordinated a pilgrimage to the Holy Land along with Fr. Mark 
Wajda, Chaplain for the Region.  They felt blessed to return to the 
Holy Land along with Manijeh Bahrami, committee member, and 
other pilgrims from the Orlando Region.  The group was overjoyed 
to have the opportunity to meet Carine Koussa in person!

Carine joined the group of 47 for dinner on May 1, 2014.  
Following dinner and after a brief introduction by Faith Libbe 
regarding the FFHL,  Carine gathered with the group to speak to 
them and answer questions regarding her studies and life in the Holy 
Land.   They soon learned that she is a gifted vocalist and sings with 
a musical band.  Ms. Koussa  was inspired to sing Amazing Grace; 
many hearts were touched by listening to her angelic voice and 
hearing her personal story.  

Fr. Mark, Manijeh and Faith, as well as the entire Orlando 
Region, look forward to keeping in touch with Carine who has 
discovered that she has a “new family” in the United States that will 

be keeping her in their thoughts and prayers.

The Orlando Region is looking forward to hosting their fourth 
fundraising dinner on Saturday, September 27, 2014.  It is their 
hope to be able to sponsor even more students in the Holy Land!

L-to-R: Fr. Mark Wadja, University Student Carine Koussa, Mrs. Faith 
Libbe, Florida Region Representative and Ms. Manijeh Bahrami

Priest Delighted to Meet His Sponsor 
Child While in Bethlehem

Fr. Mark Wajda, Chaplain of the 
Orlando Region, was able to meet 
Bashshar David Mansour, the student 
he is sponsoring at the Franciscan Boys 
Home through the FFHL.  It was evident 
by the smile on Fr. Mark’s face that 
this was a joy-filled and memorable 
encounter for him. “It was a great 
pleasure for me to meet the young 
man who I would be helping in school.  
He was rather shy about meeting 
me, though I hear that he is not that 

shy.  I did 
tell him that 
I expected 
him to take 
his studies 
seriously and 
he promised 
that he 
would.  I 
asked Fr. 
Marwan if 
Bashar was 
a trouble-
maker, and 
he replied 

that indeed he was.  I commented to 
Fr. Marwan ‘Good! Just like me!’”

Fr. Mark Wajda, Parochial Vicar 
of the Catholic Community of St. Paul 
in Leesburg, FL, has been a faithful 
supporter of the FFHL since his first 
visit to the Holy Land in 2010.  The 
Orlando Region continues to be 
blessed by his dedication, as does 
Bashshar in Bethlehem.

Awareness Evening 
Hosted in Houston, TX

Reception held at Cristo Rey Jesuit Center in Houston   
L.R.   Paula Lopez, Fr. Peter, Fr. Matinez, S.J. Michael 
Dillard



Orlando Chapter a Rising Star for FFHL
The Orlando Region hosted a benefit dinner for the FFHL at the 

Westin Lake Mary, Orlando North, on Saturday, September 27th.  
The Host Committee included:  Suzy Williams, Manijeh Bahrami, 
Diana Moon, Eileen McClelland, OFS, Sarah Giammarinaro, Rocio 
Gutierrez, Patricia Engelhardt, and Faith Libbe, OFS, Regional 
Representative for the FFHL, who also served as the Event Chair 
pictured at top right.

The Committee expanded its guest list this year to include local 
pastors, clergy and religious of the Diocese of Orlando, offering an 
opportunity to learn more about the plight of Christians in the Holy 
Land and what the FFHL is doing to help them.  The Committee was 
most grateful to have among their guests the following Pastors of the 
Diocese of Orlando: Very Rev. Stephen Parkes, V.F., Annunciation 
Catholic Church; Rev. Charlie Deeney, St. Francis of Assisi; Very 
Rev. Patrick Quinn, T.O.R, Our Lady Star of the Sea; and Rev. Robert 
D’Aversa, T.O.R., St. Patrick Catholic Community.

Other clergy and religious from the Diocese in attendance 
included Rev. Mark Wajda, St. Paul Catholic Community; Rev.
William Gohring, Rev. Stephen Baumann, Sr. Maria Terese Acosta, 
SCTJM, Sr. Rachel Gosda, SCTJM, Sr. Christine Hernandez, SCTJM 
and Seminarian Edwin Cardona all of Annunciation Catholic 
Church; and  Sr. Judy Waldt, MHSH, St. Patrick Catholic Community.

The evening began with cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and silent 
auction.  Many unique items from the Holy Land were displayed in 
the silent auction, including a lovely hand-crafted olive wood nativity 
and a crucifix sent from the Herodian Store in Bethlehem as well as 
an embroidered shawl and jacket, handcrafted in Jerusalem.

Fr. Mark Wajda, Chaplain of the Orlando Region, offered the 
Invocation after which time the guests enjoyed an excellent dinner 
and wonderful fellowship.  Greg Fox, local reporter for Orlando’s 
WESH-TV, was the Master of Ceremonies and his sparkling 
personality enhanced the remainder of the evening.

At the conclusion of the dinner, FFHL President, Fr. Peter Vasko, 
OFM was invited to take part in a very special cake cutting ceremony 
created by Committee Member Rocio Gutierrez.  The cake featured 
the FFHL logo, complete with the inscription:  “Safeguarding the 
Christian Presence in the Holy Land”.  As dessert was being served, 
Keynote Speaker Very Rev. Patrick Quinn, T.O.R, gave a very moving 
talk about the role of Franciscans as peacemakers, in the forefront of 
promoting justice, tying in the “Wolf of Gubbio” story from “The Little 
Flowers of St. Francis”.

The Keynote Speech transitioned into the video portion of the 
program which featured the work of present-day Franciscans through 
the FFHL Programs.  Included in the video was footage of the Holy 
Land, sentiments offered by Orlando Committee members, and, 
especially moving, testimonies given by Christian youth of the Holy 
Land who have benefited from FFHL University Scholarship Program.

Following the video, Honored Guest, Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM called 
Faith Libbe, OFS, to the podium and presented her with an award 
of appreciation for her dedication in chairing the benefit dinner for 
the FFHL.  Fr. Peter then shared a heart- felt experience regarding 
a young lady from Gaza who persistently requested the help of the 
FFHL through a university scholarship.  Her dream was to become 
a nurse and one day help her people.  An appeal was made to 
the Orlando Region to help make her dream come true.  Orlando 
generously responded to assist the FFHL to make this young lady’s 
dream become a reality.

The program, the Committee Chair offered a heart-felt thanks 
to all of those present.  Special thanks was given to all those who 
assisted in making the evening an exceptional event.  Volunteer 
appreciation gifts were presented to the Host Committee, Master of 
Ceremonies and Keynote Speaker. The Committee then presented an 
award of appreciation to Fr. Peter in honor of his 20 years of service 
to the FFHL.

God bless all of the friends of the Holy Land in the Orlando 
Region who made this dinner both a memorable and wonderful 
success! 
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