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Our Mission 
The Holy Land Foundation is a worldwide organization founded in 1994 under the auspices of the 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. The foundation was created to safeguard the basic human 
rights and continued presence of the Christian Palestinian minority living in the Holy Land by 
providing academic scholarships, subsidized housing, employment opportunities, while preserving, 
protecting, and restoring the Holy Sites of Christianity.  For these Christians trapped in a hostile 
environment of ethnic distrust, The Holy Land Foundation has become their primary organized voice.
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Controversy over Illegal Mosque in Nazareth
On Sunday, January 6, 2002, nine Franciscan

Friars of the Custody in Jerusalem, together with
members of the Catholic Filipino community, and fellow
Christians from the Coalition for Nazareth, peacefully
demonstrated outside Prime Minister Sharon’s office in

At 2:30pm, the following International Coalition for
Nazareth representatives were invited to meet with Mr.
Ronnie Levy, Minister for Christian Affairs to Mr.
Sharon: Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM (Franciscan Custody),
and Reverends Raymond Lockart and Charles Kopp
(United Christian Council in Israel.)  Also, invited to join
them were unofficial members: Hal Ronning, Elizabeth
Corvel and Stephen Pfann.  A formal letter was given to
Mr. Levy to present to the Prime Minister addressing
these issues.

Mr. Levy thanked the representatives and stressed
that the Prime Minister is aware of the many issues
concerning this controversy as well as the various
ramifications related to it.

“Our concern is that this
Muslim group has tended

towards violence and
intimidation against local

and foreign Christians
visiting the Basilica of the
Annunciation and other

churches in the city.  This
is unacceptable and

provocative behavior,
which we’ve never seen

before in Nazareth.”

Jerusalem.  The
protest against the
controversial Shihab
Ed-din Mosque,
being illegally built
directly in front of
the Basilica of the
Annunciation by a
radical Muslim
group called The
Islamic Movement,
lasted for two hours.
Some forty-five
people participated
in the protest,
standing in the

freezing rain.  They were symbolically representing the
160,000 Christians living in the Holy Land, in addition
to millions of Christians in the United States and Europe.

As part of the protest, the Franciscan Custody and
the International Coalition for Nazareth appealed to
Prime Minister Sharon to:

1. Stop the illegal and on-going construction of the
mosque in spite of an Israeli court order to cease and
desist all work on this project.  This injunction was given
on December 14, 2001, and yet, the construction
continues without any interference from the local
Nazareth Police Department to enforce the law.

2. Rescind and revoke the approval given by the
previous administration’s directive under Mr. Barak and
to revert back to the original plan of the Municipality of
Nazareth and the Israel Land Authority, which was to
be a public plaza to assist in the dropping off and
picking up of pilgrims visiting the churches in the area.



2

LETTER FROMLETTER FROM
THE CUSTOSTHE CUSTOS

December 2001

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach the Easter

season here in Jerusalem

it has become a time of

great sadness and tragedy

for all of the people living

in this land – Muslims,

Jews and Christians.  The last 16 months of conflict

has not only fostered great mistrust between the

Israelis and the Palestinians but has caused great

sorrow and anguish among the many families who

lost their husbands, wives, sons and daughters,

brothers or sisters in this conflict.  We cannot

achieve peace without justice and we cannot

achieve justice without forgiveness.  We pray that

both sides will be able to see that if the present

struggle continues as it is now doing that a great

disaster will befall all the people in the Holy Land.

I would like to ask all of our supporters, who have

given and continue to give so generously to the

cause of keeping our Christians here in the Holy

Land, that you pray for their safety as well as the

safety of all Jews and Muslims.  One Muslim

recently said, “Peace will come to this land only

when the Prince of Peace returns.”

May the Risen Christ bring you many special

graces and blessings for this Easter season.

In the Spirit of St. Francis…

I remain a servant of God and yours,

Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, O.F.M.

Chairman, The Holy Land Foundation

Fr. Giovanni Battistelli, OFM

The Holy Land Foundation
Appoints Four New Trustees

The Holy Land Foundation welcomes Karen Carroll of Atlanta, Georgia, Susan Stanzel of
Dallas, Texas, William Conwell of Birmingham, Alabama, and Joseph Cornelius Donnelly of
Brooklyn, New York as the newest members of our Board of Trustees.

Mrs. Karen Carroll and Mrs. Susan Stanzel have represented
the foundation for many years as Regional Representatives within
their respective cities.  Due to their longstanding involvement and
committed support of the foundation they have been asked to join
the Board of Trustees.

Mrs. Karen Carroll received a Masters Degree in
Mathematics from Union College in New York and worked as a
secondary school teacher and later as a very successful real
estate agent.  Karen is very active in her community and church
with a long history of volunteer work including St. Joseph’s

Hospital, the American Cancer Society, and a member of her parish council.  Karen has served
The Holy Land Foundation since 1995 and is also a Lady Commander of the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Mrs. Susan Stanzel, a 5th generation Texan, co-founded the
Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation of Texas in 1985 to provide
reliable information on the secular attacks on faith and family
values, uphold the authentic teaching of the Catholic Church, and
expose abuse of human rights through annual conferences.  For
over forty years she has served on over 100 charitable, cultural,
and educational boards world wide.  She has served The Holy
Land Foundation since 1994, co-chaired two pilgrimages to the
Holy Land, and is a Lady Grand Cross of the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Joseph Cornelius Donnelly, a native New Yorker, inspired since youth by St. Francis of
Assisi, has been active in support of the peoples of the Holy Land and the search for a lasting
peace based on equal justice for the last 15 years, seven of which he lived in Jerusalem.  He has
served with and advised for all the major Catholic organizations, both national and
international, involved in the region.  At the same time he has held several key leadership
positions with various ecumenical and secular organizations.  Joseph has felt called to the unique
mission of the Holy Land, is a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, and has spoken to diverse audiences
throughout the U.S. and Europe.  Today he is both the International Delegate to the United
Nations – New York for Caritas Internationalis and the N. American Director of the Foundation
for the Children of Bethlehem.

William Conwell grew up in Jasper, Alabama and graduated
from Vanderbilt Law School in 1953.  He taught at Birmingham
School of Law and is the founding member of Johnston & Conwell,
LLC law firm.  Bill has spent the last 35 years as a defense trial
attorney.  He is very active in the Bar Association and has been
President of the Birmingham Estate Planning Council.  Although
raised in the Disciples of Christ Christian Church, he became a
Roman Catholic in 1993.  Since then he has served as Chairman
on a number of church committees and been active in C.C.D.  In
1994 he became a member of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre.
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A new name for
The Holy Land Foundation?

A few months ago, Fr. Peter Vasko, President of The Holy Land
Foundation, sent out a letter to all the foundation’s supporters
concerning the seemingly impending confusion that the secular
media in the United States was creating in not correctly giving the full
name of the Muslim based organization in Richardson, Texas called
THE HOLY LAND FOUNDATION FOR RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT
and our organization.  As you are well aware, this former
organization has been linked with terrorist activities by President
Bush in November 2001.  The constant appearance of the
“abbreviated” name in the press has continued to cause confusion by
many who do not know of our Christian organization and the work
that it does.

On January 14, 2002, Fr. Peter arrived in the United States on a
three week fact finding mission to speak and give interviews with a
dozen or so Catholic newspapers, both local and national, as well as
appearing on several television talk shows such as, EWTN and CBS
affiliates.  Fr. Peter also had long discussions with many of the
Catholic hierarchy as well as supporters of the foundation to discuss
the effects of the confusion.

The Holy Land Foundation continues to have an excellent
reputation in the United States and the continued support that we
have received, both morally and financially, has been outstanding.
But after lengthy and extensive discussion, it was strongly
recommended that if we truly want to halt this media confusion with
the names of two distinctly different organizations, then we have to
think about changing our name in a gradual manner.

The name change suggestion is based on three factors:

(1) The wrongful and continued repetition on the part of the
secular media in the U.S. of not using the full name of the
Muslim organization, especially in light of the fact, that over
90 press releases were forwarded to editors and news
directors of these newspapers and television networks, has

caused great confusion in the minds of the American people of
WHO WE ARE and WHO THEY ARE.

(2) There has been an obvious indifference on the part of the
United States secular media to clarify or to correct the
difference between the two organizations.  It would be unfair,
though, not to mention that a number of major newspapers in
the United States, have indeed made the proper corrections in
the articles that are appearing now but not enough of them to
make a difference in the perception of the American people.

(3) When this Muslim organization, the Holy Land Foundation
for Relief and Development, is brought to trial in the future in
the U.S. court system for alleged terrorist links, our dilemma
will once again continue.

At the next meeting of the national board of trustees, which will
be held at the end of April, this important issue of changing the name
of our organization will be on the agenda and we will keep our
supporters and readers informed.

Imagine spending anywhere from forty-five to ninety minutes every
morning on a bus trying to get to work.  What would it be like if you
had to change buses several times within that ninety minutes at various
checkpoints?  What if you faced ridicule, torment and the possibility of
being told to turn around and go back on any given day?  This
represents the start of a typical day for many Christian university
students in the Holy Land.

Presently, forty-three Christian university students are receiving
scholarships through the generous donations provided to The Holy Land
Foundation.  Many of these students live in Jerusalem and commute to
Bethlehem University or Hebrew University.  There is some frustration
within the students, wanting to simply be allowed to attend school daily.

“All I want to do is go to school”
“It is very difficult going through the
checkpoints every day, especially in the
morning,” states Vicki Abdallah, sophomore at
Bethlehem University.  “We are forced to wait
at the checkpoints, sometimes we must change
buses and every morning, we are made to
show our “university card” as proof.”  As an
accounting major, Vicki stresses the importance
of her college degree for her family and her
future.  “My father is working, only being paid
half salary.  In order to manage to live here, everyone in the family has

(Continued on page 4
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Many of these students view their
scholarship from the foundation as a chance,
an opportunity to potentially succeed in an
environment where unemployment is so
prevalent and jobs are scarce.  These
students are willing to endure the daily
frustrations of checkpoints and
discrimination, hopeful of an employment
opportunity when they graduate.  Issa
Kiriakos, a third year Bethlehem University
student, understands the reality waiting him
all too well.  Issa, is a straight-A accounting major - “When I graduate,
I want to be a CPA like my father.”  Issa’s father is currently
unemployed.

Palestinian Christian students stand resilient to daily frustrations and
torments, seeking a better future.  In America, where “cutting class” and
“partying” are the norm for many college students, in the Holy Land,
just getting to school can be a trying experience and that’s not counting
the long trip home at the end of the day.

Palestinian Right of Return Basic to Peace
Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights says,

“Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and
return to his country.”  The legal concept of this inalienable and
universal right of every human being dates back to the Magna Carta in
1215.  The right of return is included in documents such as the Hague
Convention, the Fourth Geneva Convention, the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination.

U.N. Resolution 194 specifically refers to the right of return for
Palestinians made refugees in 1947-48.  It stated that the refugees were
entitled to choose between compensation and return to their homes.
The resolution was unanimously accepted within days after the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights was passed in December 1948.
Israel refused to abide by Resolution 194.

In the 1967 war, the number of refugees increased.  Hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were driven out, by force or intimidation,
especially from areas near the Jordan River and near the Green Line
(separating Israel from the West Bank).

Of all the issues to be addressed in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
the right of return for Palestinian refugees is the most basic.  Jewish
settlements, borders, water and the status of Jerusalem are crucial and
certainly must be addressed.  These problems, however, have tended to
overshadow the fundamental issue – the right of return.  It is the root of
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The creation of the state of Israel in 1948
led to the dispersion and disposition of the Palestinian people.

In 1999, President Bill Clinton pledged to Bosnian refugees “ you
will go home again in safety and freedom.”  Four days later then-
Secretary of State Madeline Albright vehemently proclaimed, “We must
have peace on terms that will allow the people of Kosovo, with our
help, to return to their homes and rebuild their communities, and we
must have accounting for the wrongs that have been done.”

Why the silence when it is a question of Palestinian refugees?
Unfortunately, specious arguments denying Palestinians this sacred right
of return have been promulgated, pushing the question to the back
burner.

The right of return does not depend on why Palestinians left in
1948.  The right of return is the right of the Palestinian people, whether
one accepts the findings of Erskine Childers that no evidence exists of
Arab leaders urging Palestinians to flee; or those of recent Israeli

historians (Benny Morris, Simha Flappan, Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi, Ilan
Lappe) that Jewish terrorist groups were responsible for the expulsion of
most Palestinians; or whether Palestinians did what any civilian
population does in time of war – flee, but with the intent of returning
once the fighting ends.

The subsequent influx of Jews to Israel from Arab countries does not
justify denial of the right of return to Palestinians.  Repatriation of Jews
to their original countries should be equally enforced if they wish to
return.  If they do not, there is no parallel with Palestinian refugees.
Population transfers are either voluntary or forcible expulsions, the latter
being inconsistent with international law.  No people can be expected
to accept forcible expulsion without a struggle.

to work whenever possible.”  Vicki holds down a full-time job in a
coffee shop while she carries seventeen credit hours per semester at
school.  With this type of responsibility, spending anywhere from an
hour and a half to three hours a day attempting
to commute back and forth to school, doesn’t
leave much available time.

Anna, a second year Christian 
student at Hebrew University, experiences 
tensions of discrimination within her own 
school.  “All of the teachers are Jewish, some 
of my Christian friends have had difficulties 
with them.”  Vicki is quick to add that, although 
she has not felt the discrimination from the
instructors, she has experienced discrimination from other students.
Focusing on getting her degree in language she adds, “My brother
attends the same university without a scholarship.  There is no way it
would be possible for my family to afford both of us.  I am so fortunate
to be selected to receive this scholarship.”

(Continued from page 3)
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“The Gatekeeper”

As the local head of the Franciscan Order, Father Giovanni Battistelli leads the group charged by the pope with the
responsibility of safeguarding and protecting the Promised Land’s holy places.

In the Spotlight…

The Franciscan Order has been present in the Holy Land since
1216.  They were given the special status of custodianship of the holy
sites in the Holy Land by Pope Clement VI in 1342.  While the Latin
Patriarchate is the judicial authority of the Holy Land, it is the
responsibility of the Franciscans to safeguard and care for the holy
places for the Holy See.

The head of the Franciscan Order in the Holy Land is known as the
Custos, or custodian.  Father Giovanni Battistelli has held this office for
three years, a position considered equal to that of the Greek Orthodox,
Armenian and Latin patriarchs.  As dictated by the vows of the
Franciscan Order, the Custos is always a simple priest.  Fr. Battistelli
dresses simply, with the familiar brown robe and hood of the order, but
during certain religious ceremonies, he wears a special miter, ring and
crucifix.

Fr. Battistelli was born in Italy in 1933.  He knew fairly early on that
he was called to the priesthood.  At the age of eighteen he entered his
novitiate and was ordained a priest of the Franciscan Order in 1960.
He proceeded with higher studies in Rome and Cairo and was given
many various assignments including teacher, superior, parish priest and
spiritual assistant.  In 1978, he was assigned to St. Saviour’s in
Jerusalem fulfilling numerous duties.  In 1981, Fr. Battistelli was
nominated as member of the Catholic Commission of the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  On June 1, 1999, by decree of the Holy
See, Fr. Battistelli was nominated as the new Custos in the Holy Land
and, according to tradition, made a solemn entry into the city of
Jerusalem and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Fr. Battistelli believes
his primary job is to be representative of the holy places for the Holy
See, in addition to the living Church of the local Christians, the parishes
and schools run by the order.

The Franciscan Order has a lot of responsibility.  In addition to the
major shrines of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and the
Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the Custos is charged with the
care of 74 shrines and sanctuaries throughout the Holy Land, including
some in Syria and Jordan.  The order also maintains four guest houses,
sixteen schools and a number of orphanages and nursing homes.

Fr. Battistelli serves The Holy Land Foundation as Chairman of the
Board of Trustees where he hopes the foundation’s initiatives will
increasingly help focus attention on the plight of Christians residing in
the region.  It is becoming more difficult on a daily basis for the
Franciscan Order to “safeguard and protect” the holy places and
people of the Promised Land in the conflict of today’s Jerusalem.

EWTN - Live –
April 10, 2002

See Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM, on
Mother Angelica Live, as he talks
about the current situation in the

Holy Land and the current work of
The Holy Land Foundation.
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Times have changed…a pilgrim’s perspective

In a time when most people fearfully shy away from flying,
especially to a foreign country, Mr. William Conwell, a recently elected
Board Member of our foundation, and his wife Lois, chose to take a trip
of faith.  On January 28, 2002 they embarked on their pilgrimage to
the Holy Land – a place of controversy and conflict.

For Bill and Lois Conwell, the decision to return to the Holy Land for
a second time began almost a year ago.  The original pilgrimage - to
benefit the foundation - was set for fifty pilgrims.  “When this trip began
to form a year ago, I looked forward to revisiting the pilgrimage sites
with 45 to 50 other pilgrims.  As the numbers dwindled, out of fear
mostly, I wondered if I would get as much out of it as before.  I didn’t.
I got so much more,” stated Lois.

Below are some excerpts from a reflection by Lois Conwell:
Our trip to Israel began with many warnings of danger from friends

and loved ones.  However, I’ve believed from the beginning that there
was a very strong reason for us to go and that God protects true
pilgrims.  From the moment that we arrived I was completely at ease.
Whether it was the staff at the Christmas Hotel, or our guide, Fr. Adam
Civu, we were always treated like family.

Although we were told by many of the people who decided not to
make the trip with us that we probably would not get to see many of the
places on our agenda, we visited every one of them.  Even Jericho,
which had been closed to tourists for over 500 days until just the week
before, was now available to us.  Not only did we get to visit all the
Holy Sites, we were almost alone in most of them and could spend as
much time in prayer and reflection as we wanted.  We were blessed to
celebrate Mass every day at a different location.  We even had the
privilege of joining the Franciscan priests and monks for the Stations of
the Cross through the Old City.

Everywhere we went we were introduced to people simply as
pilgrims from the U.S.  We were showered with hugs, handshakes and
blessings, and without exception, they all said, “Please, pray for us.”  I
was shocked to see so many of the shops and businesses closed
permanently.  Not because of the unrest in the area, but just a lack of
business.  Most of them, especially the Palestinian Christians, are just
barely hanging on, and with no support from the government.  These

are a very strong, proud people, that don’t want handouts or charity but a
chance to earn a living and remain in their homes.  Yet for most their livelihood
depends on tourism –and there is so very little.

There was such desperation in the voices and faces of men who were
begging in the streets, or selling junk that probably came from their own homes,
just to live.  One man kept saying, “When is it our turn?  When do the
Americans help us?”  And yet the biggest difference I noticed was the absence
of children out and about playing.  Actually, the lack of people in general was a
shock.  Two years ago you couldn’t stir the people with a stick, especially at the
Stations of the Cross.  Now there are only the Franciscans, a few nuns, and a
hand full of other people.

I was very saddened see the
priests and Monks in various
churches and chapels begging for
contributions.  One Franciscan priest,
at the church at Shepherds Field,
asked us to please give generously
because the money stopped when
the pilgrims and tourists stopped
coming.  At Lazarus’ Tomb a man
working on a mosque next door had
to go and find someone to open the
door.  “There aren’t enough people
coming to keep the doors open,”
remarked one priest.  In many ways
the Holy Shrines of Christendom now
seem abandoned.

If we don’t support our fellow
Christians soon, we won’t have a
Christian presence left in the Holy
Land.  We have been so moved by this experience that we will be returning
annually for as long as possible.  We would like to take as many people with us
as we can but with or without a “group”, we will be going back.

YYYYYOOOOOUUUUU’’’’’RRRRREEEEE
IIIIINNNNNVVVVVIIIIITTTTTEEEEEDDDDD

We invite you to come on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land guided by Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM,

President of The Holy Land Foundation.  For information and a brochure please
contact Tekton Ministries Pilgrimage office at (888) 850-6279.

Upcoming Dates:
November 11-20, 2002 (with optional extension to Turkey)
January 10-20, 2003
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On January 9, 2002, the Prime Minister’s office ordered a
“temporary” halt to the construction of the mosque and established a
review board headed up by Mr. Nathan Stransky from the Department
of Housing and Construction to study the matter.  The review board was
given two weeks for its findings.  During the week of January 28, 2002,
a time-extension was granted to the board for additional study.

On March 3, 2002 the Israel government endorsed the finding of
the interministerial committee headed up by Mr. Nathan Stransky which
has banned the construction of the mosque in Nazareth at its present site
and has proposed alternate sites in Nazareth.  Mr. Stransky stated that
the decision taken was based on the fact that the Muslim activists at the
site had never respected the decision of either committee but rather had
occupied the entire area and used loud speakers to broadcast threats to
their opponents.  “Allowing the mosque to be built would be rewarding
violence.  We have an obligation to safeguard the Holy Sites and

“Built on the site revered
by Christians as the place
where the angel Gabriel
foretold the birth of Jesus,
this site is now the focus of
a bitter Christian-Muslim

dispute.”

protect the rights of minorities and
their freedom of religion,” Stransky
said.

A statement by the Spokesman
for the Franciscan Custody, Fr.
David Jaeger, O.F.M., stated that
“the decision by the Government of
Israel to cancel a previous decision
to build a mosque in front of the
Church of the Annunciation in
Nazareth is a very positive step and
merits much appreciation…the media are reporting threats of further
illegality and violence on the part of the extremists who are illegally
occupying that same tract of public land.  These threats are directed in
part, against the Church.  Obviously, it is for the proper authorities to
take all necessary and useful measure to deal with this matter.”

(Continued from page 1)
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United at Easter
During Holy Week and Easter our thoughts often turn to

Jerusalem, the ancient city of the Passion and death of Jesus
Christ.  For most that have not experienced the Holy Land first-
hand, the Lenten gospel readings tend to conjure up images of a
Hollywood portrayal of Our Lord’s final hour.  The connection of
the city of Jerusalem of two thousand years ago verses the city of
the year 2002, has taken on a different face.  The face of Christ is
the living, breathing Church in Jerusalem, the face of the
Palestinian Christian.

During this time of trial and conflict in the Holy Land, the
suffering continues for those who follow Christ.  Daily acts of
harassment, intimidation and violence are common place.
Jerusalem newspaper headlines give account to numerous acts of
force and might followed by retaliation and anger.  Controversial
issues surface daily adding increasing numbers of desperate
extremists with no simple solution to peace on the horizon.

This year during the Easter season we are asked to keep our
fellow Christians in the Holy Land in prayer.  It is through their daily struggles that we are united in the homeland of our spiritual heritage.  Their
presence as the living Church represents a stake in the future of Christianity for all Christians.
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The argument that Palestinians should be
resettled in Arab lands is paternalistic and
reflects the thinking of the apartheid era in South
Africa.  One must also consider two facts: The
Palestinian refugee did not want to remain
permanently in their host countries but wanted to
return to their land; and with the exception of
Jordan, Arab countries have not been
forthcoming in extending citizenship to
Palestinians.

Some say that the return of Palestinians is

impractical and that it would displace and
uproot Israelis.  A study of the demography of
Israel shows that 78 percent of Israelis are living
in 14 percent of Israel.  The remaining 86
percent of the land, on which 22 percent of
Israelis live, is mostly land that belonged to the
refugees.  If the 2,400 refugees living on one
square kilometer in a Gaza refugee camp were
to return to their homes in southern Palestine, no
more than five percent of Jews would be
affected.  If the refugees encamped in Lebanon
returned to their homes in the Galilee area, no

more than one percent of Jews would be
affected.

No one would expect Israel to take back all
the Palestinian refugees overnight.  The
implementation of the return of Palestinians
would take place over a period of years within
the context of safeguards such as peace
agreements between Israel and neighboring
countries and with Palestinians themselves.

While the right of return is being denied
Palestinians, the related issue of ethnic cleansing
continues in the occupied territories.  According
to Amnesty International, 2,650 Palestinian
homes were destroyed in the West Bank, Gaza
and East Jerusalem between 1987 and 1999.  In
addition, thousands of areas of Palestinian land
have been taken to build Jewish settlements.

For 52 years Palestinians, both those who
fled or were driven out and those who remained
in Israel and the occupied territories, have paid a
heavy price.  The current intifada, which began
in September 2000, has claimed the lives of
nearly 889 Palestinians, with conservative
estimates of 10,000 injured.  Palestinians have
endured the loss of homes, land and livelihood
since the peace process began in 1993.  The
psychic damage to thousands of Palestinian
families, especially children, is catastrophic, and
is well documented by Dr. Eyad Sarraj of Gaza,
founder of the Gaza Community Mental Health
Program.

We must remind ourselves that the
Palestinian problem did not start with the 1967
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and the
Golan.  The sad history of a brutal occupation
and the popular revolt against it, beginning in
1987 through 1993 and renewed in September,

are the tragic results of ignoring the original most
basic issue of the dispossession and dispersion of
the Palestinian people in 1948.  For them this
date is their nakba – their catastrophe.

The principle of return must be applied to
Palestinians.  Not all will want to return, and
those whose homes were in the 400 villages
destroyed by Israel will have no home to return
to, but restorative justice must be upheld.  They
should receive compensation for lost property
and damage to their lives.  Compensation must
be borne by Israel, just as Germany has been
compensating Israel, over a period of time.

An international body should devise a plan
that is moral, just and practical and achieved
through participation of Israelis and Palestinians.
The other issues follow: borders, settlements,
water and the status of Jerusalem.  Naïve?  For
one who has been an eyewitness over the past
30 years, the choice is clear.  Face up to the
foundational issue or there will be continued
heartache and bloodshed.

Reprinted and updated article from April
2001 with permission by Sister of Mercy Miriam
Ward.  She has led some 27 study tours to
biblical lands and has studied in Jerusalem and
the West Bank.

(Continued from page 4)


