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Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me. 
Dear Fr. Vasko,
 My prayer intentions are on the back.
I want to help support the immediate needs of Christians and bring hope to the Holy Land 
during this Lenten season. I have enclosed my donation of:

   $1,000   $500   $100   $50   $25  Other  
I wish to charge my donation to my:  Visa  MasterCard  Amex  Discover

Card Number:   Expires: Security Code: 

Cardholder Signature: 

Name  

Address 

Phone:  Email Address: 
To support the Christians in the Holy Land during Lent, please return this form with your desired tax exempt contribution. To 
donate via check, please make checks payable to “The Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land.”

As we walk together through this holy season of 
Lent, I write to ask you to remember our Christian 
brothers and sisters living in the Holy Land. These 
Christians are so very much like Christians living 
in America. They pray the same prayers, celebrate 
the same Mass, and ponder the same scriptures. 

Thus, we are never truly alone. Not only do we 
have Christ at our side always, we are also assured 
of the prayers and presence of our Christian 
brothers and sisters throughout the world. Let 
me assure you that, as I walk the Via Dolorosa, 
remembering that Christ once carried his cross 
here, I do not walk it alone. Instead, I walk it with 
my friends, family, and our FFHL supporters who, 
while not with me in body, are most assuredly 
with me in spirit. As I pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, I do not pray alone, but with thousands of people 
carried in my heart. And as I kneel at Calvary, where Christ was crucified, I place each of you at the foot of the 
cross, offering your intentions, along with my own.

Kneeling at Calvary is remarkable, and an experience I pray you’ve been able to enjoy – or will in the future. 
When you stand from kneeling at the rock where Christ’s cross stood, it’s only a very short walk to the site 
of Christ’s tomb – the site of his resurrection. Therein lies the most beautiful of Christian paradoxes. Life 
transposed over death. Victory over defeat. Joy over sorrow.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me … I was in prison and you came to me.”—

Matt 25:35 
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
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This describes the lives of Christians living 
here in the Holy Land. Their existences are 
filled with trials. They struggle to meet the 
basic necessities of life. They have every 
reason to worry about finding jobs, putting 
food on the table, keeping a roof over their 
heads, and educating their children. And 
yet, they are filled with joy and hope. They 
kneel at the foot of the cross in so many 
aspects of their lives, and yet their eyes are 
always turned toward the empty tomb. 

Christ is the reason for their hope, of course, 
but it is the unity of the Body of Christ that 
fulfills that hope in the earthly here and now. 

Christ said, “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me,” and you – our supporters 
at home – minister to the needs of Christ himself when you support the Christians of the Holy Land. Your gifts 
provide food that feeds a hungering Christ, and water that slakes his thirst. 

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.” Matt 25:40

Your generous support of the FFHL provides for housing programs which give shelter to a homeless Christ. 
It contributes to our Family Centers that provide welcome to Christ, the stranger. It supports our vocations 
programs that provide jobs to Christ, metaphorically imprisoned by a barrier wall which prevents broader 
employment opportunities. 

Moreover, your prayers, offered for this struggling Christian minority in Palestine, are prayers for the suffering 
of Christ, crucified.

On behalf of the Christians living in the Holy Land, I thank you. I thank you for your love, your comfort, and 
your prayers. And I beg you to prayerfully consider a gift that will continue to show your support for these “least 
brothers” of Christ. Your gift will make a difference in the lives of these people, comfort the suffering of Christ, 
and bring joy to the Risen Christ.

Yours in the Hope of Christ,

Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM

P.S. Let us continue to walk this Christian journey together. Please use the enclosed card to send your prayer 
intentions.  I will carry your intentions with me, and, as I pray in Gethsemane, I will not pray alone. As I walk 
the Via Dolorosa, I will not walk alone. As I kneel at Calvary, I will not kneel alone. We will pray, walk, and 
kneel together. I will also be honored to offer a Mass for your intentions during the Easter season. 

Fr. Peter and the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land will be praying for you during this 
Lenten season. Please list below any special prayer intentions you may have during this Holy 
season.

My prayer intentions: 


