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“For I was hungry and you gave me food…a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
-Matthew 25:35

I want to help support the Syrian Christians during this time of extraordinary need. I have enclosed 
my donation of:

   $1,000   $500   $100   $50   $25  Other  

Payment method:    Card   Check   Online www.ffhl.org/syria
I wish to charge my donation to my: 
   Visa  MasterCard  Amex  Discover

Card Number:  
Expires:   Security Code:  

Cardholder Signature:  

Email Address:  
All contributions to the Foundation are tax exempt. Please make your check payable to: Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land.  
Return this form with your gift. Thank you!

Mr. & Mrs.___________
Address
City

Dear Mr. & Mrs. 

“In the face of the tragedy of tens of thousands 
of refugees fleeing death in war or hunger, and 
who are on the road to hope of life, the Gospel 
calls us, asks us to be near, the littlest and the 
abandoned.” – Pope Francis

It goes without saying that Syrians are facing a 
time in history where sometimes faithful Christians 
are being martyred in the name of Jesus Christ. As 
the violence and harsh conditions increase many 
Christians are facing unsafe and chaotic conditions. 
Most are being forced to leave their homes and 
communities to seek safety for their families. 

Since the start of the Syrian Civil War in 2011, over four million refugees, mostly women and children, have 
fled from Syria. Many factors such as an international embargo, city-wide power outages, lack of basic necessities 
and the constant threat of violence from Syrian rebels and security forces have contributed to the mass Syrian 
exodus. According to the United Nations, over 13 million Syrians have been in need of humanitarian services 
just in the past six months. 

In this same period, we have seen a growing influx of refugees leaving war-stricken Syria and finding safety and 
hope in surrounding countries and in parts of the Holy Land. The Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land 
believes it is our duty as Christians to help our fellow brothers and sisters in this time of extraordinary need.   
So what is our response? 

The FFHL has set up a special fund to provide aid for these Syrian Christians fleeing their homeland. We are 
dedicated to providing them with the resources they need right now!  In addition to helping them with the 
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Do you know a friend or relative who would like to know more about the FFHL and the crisis 
for Christians in Syria? Please print their name and address here and we will send them more 
information.

Name  
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City State Zip  

Email  

basic necessities of food, shelter and clothing, the FFHL 
is helping to support health clinics and a hospital in 
Aleppo, operated by the Franciscan Custody of the Holy 
Land.  The FFHL is also assisting the Custody with four 
reception centers to receive refugees and provide them 
with love and other basic necessities.  

“The risen Christ points out paths of hope to beloved 
Syria, a country torn by a lengthy conflict with its sad 
wake of destruction, death, contempt for humanitarian 
law and the breakdown of civil concord,” said Pope 
Francis.  “A message of life for all humanity, echoes 
down the ages and invites us not to forget those men and 
women seeking a better future, an ever more numerous 
throng of migrants and refugees – including many 
children – fleeing from war, hunger, poverty and social 

injustice.”

The Franciscans have been in the Holy Land for over 800 years. While in the Holy Land, we have seen many 
natural disasters, wars, and terrorist attacks. Never once have we left these holy sites or abandoned the local 
Christian community. The FFHL needs your help to care for and provide all Christians in Syria and the Holy 
Land with the hope of tomorrow, and especially now, in this time of particular tragedy.  

You can make a difference right now! Your support and donation to the FFHL would greatly help our Syrian 
brothers and sisters in this time of desperate need. 

For a convenient donation option, visit our website at www.ffhl.org/syria.

This is the time we step up as Christians and be our brother’s keepers, to care for “the littlest and the abandoned.”  
Just as Pope Francis invites all of us not to forget the men and women seeking a better future, I ask you to 
prayerfully consider supporting the FFHL in its efforts to provide Syrian refugees with basic human necessities, 
but also with the love and hospitality Christ expects of us. These are our Christian brothers and sisters and they 
need our help!

Thank you in advance for your generosity and continued support of the FFHL and the work we do in the Holy 
Land. Know that you and your families are always in my prayers. 

In the Spirit of St. Francis,

Fr. Peter Vasko, ofm
President, FFHL


