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 Encourage one another and build one another up
Dear Fr. Vasko,
 My prayer intentions are listed on the back.
I want to help support the immediate needs of Christian families in the Holy Land 
during this Lenten season. I have enclosed my donation of: 

   $1,000  $500  $100  $50  $25  Other 

Payment method:    Card  Check
I wish to charge my donation to my: 
   Visa  MasterCard  Amex  Discover

Card Number: 
Expires: Security Code: 

Cardholder Signature: 

Email Address:  
All contributions to the Foundation are tax exempt. Please make your check payable to: Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land. Return this form with your gift. Thank you!

“In every circumstance, each one of us should hope, with the grace of God, to persevere "to the end" and to obtain 
the joy of heaven, as God's eternal reward for the good works accomplished with the grace of Christ.” CCC 1821

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Every day Christians here in the Holy Land show me the virtue of hope in ways I could never imagine. Even 
when life can seem rough for the Christian minority, I am filled with hope for a brighter future. Whether it be 
in the joy of children playing together; a young person helping an elderly person to Mass; or a Christian family 
that rejoices amid the struggles and trials of being the minority, I am constantly reminded that we must put on, 
as Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “the breastplate of faith and a helmet of hope of salvation.”

During this Lenten Season, I am particularly 
reminded that many Christians here still face the 
persecution that started over 2000 years ago. This 
is a “cross” many Christians take up and carry with 
joyful hearts. 

Christians in the Holy Land know they have 
a very special mission given to them by God. 
Each of them were born in the same homeland 
as our Savior. They understand the magnificent 
responsibility they have been given to protect and 
safeguard the Church in the Holy Land. 

I was recently talking with some of the FFHL 
University Scholarship recipients and listening to 
their stories and dreams for life. Many of the students expressed their unfathomable desire to graduate from 
a university and begin work right here in the Holy Land. Whether it was a student studying medicine or an 
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Fr. Peter and the Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land will be praying for you during this 
Lenten season. Please list below any special prayer intentions you may have during this Holy 
season.

My prayer intentions: 

aspiring engineer, the students had a fire in 
them, a desire to serve and take care of others in 
the Holy Land. 

For many of these students, the opportunities 
for work in the Holy Land will be slim compared 
to job opportunities outside their native home. 
However, they are up for the challenge of life in 
the Holy Land. They know they were born and 
raised here for a reason much greater than their 
own dreams and desires. They daily put on the 
breastplate of faith and helmet of hope. I can 
see this young generation making a change and 
bringing life to the Christian community in the 
Holy Land. 

“The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man; it 
keeps man from discouragement; it sustains him during times of abandonment.” CCC 1818

Life in the Holy Land for all Christians, whether educated or not, is very difficult. It is our responsibility as the 
Universal Church, as brothers and sisters, to care for and protect the mission God gives to Christians in the 
Holy Land. As Paul, in his first letter to the Thessalonians also advocated, “encourage one another and build 
one another up, as indeed you do.” 

Together as Christians, we walk the solemn Lenten journey with hope and anticipation of the empty tomb on 
Easter morning! During this walk of faith, let us join together to safeguard and protect the lives of Christians in 
the places of Jesus’ life.

Your prayers and support are making a difference in the lives of Christians. During this Lenten season I ask you 
to continue to pray for and support the mission of the Christians in the Holy Land. Your gift will help to instill 
hope to Christians as they fulfill their mission to safeguard the Church in the Holy Land for generations to come. 
For you convenience we have set up a secure donation option online at www.ffhl.org/lent.

May the peace of our Lord be with you during this Holy Lenten Season. You and your loved ones remain in my 
prayers. Please fill out the card below with your special prayers and I will include the intentions in a solemn 
Mass at Easter. I will conclude this letter as Paul concluded his first letter to the Thessalonians, “The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

In the spirit of St Francis,

Fr. Peter Vasko, OFM
President of the FFHL 
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